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TOM TAT

Bai viet nhdam chi ra dau dn van héa song mde or mot so meie Pong Nam A
i7ét Nam. Lao. Campuchia, Thdi Lan, Myanma .. o dau the ky XX trong h(‘;i ky {w
pong Dwomg cua Paul Doumer. Bang cdc phiweemg phdp hé thong - loai hinh, !ufn
nu.}rl:h, phdn tich - tong hop, so sdnh, bai viét cho thay nhimg dc_ic" !n.mg‘vdn ho:a
_\}ing meoc vica mang tinh pho qudt cua khu viee viea mang tinh cd biét cua nmg quoc
gia. bao gtim.‘ dac trimg vé khong gian song mecc, van hoa dinh cie, phieong tién di
lai, dong - thwee vat déc trumg, déic diém van héa timg ddn toc.

Tir khéa: Dong Diwomg, Déng Nam A, khong gian van hoa, Paul Doumer. van hoa
song nwoc

1. PAT VAN DE

Dong Nam A dugc xem 14 cai ndi cua nén van minh lia nuéc. Theo
Tran Ngoc Thém, “Ndng va mua, noéng va dm, nii va séng, non va nuérc, luc
dia va dai dwong luén luén la hai hing sé te nhién chi phéi toan b truyén
thong van héa cdc nude Déng Nam A" (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2014), trong d6 co
dac tnmg van hoa séng nude cua khu vuc nay. Dac biét, dong song Mekong
£op phan rét 16m trong viéc hinh thanh van héa séng nuéc cua cac nude o
nhom dét lién: Myanma, Théi Lan, Lao, Campuchia va Viét Nam. Mac du ¢6
nhimg diém chung nhat dinh, méi ving lanh thd lai c6 nhimg dic trung van
hoa si(mg nuoc riéng. Vi vay, viéc nghién ciu tinl} “théng nhat trong su da
dang” cua nén van hoa nay ludn 1a dé tai hdp dan déi voi gidi nghién cinu.
_ Tc pham Xi Ding Dieomg (L Indo-Chine frangaise.Souvenirs) 1a hdj ky
Ut Joseph Athanase Pagl Doumer(1857-1932)-  Toan quyén Dong
Duomg (1897-1902), Téng théng Phap (1931-1932). Tac phim dugc dng viét
o 1M 1903 sau khi tr6 vé tir Dong Duong. Sau 113 nam, quyén ho; ky nay
ftié:: sll:l:msang tiéng Ynel. Quyen sach ‘k’h(‘)r_lg‘ chi lru lai ky niém coa mot ca
vt ¢n la nu‘1 luu’gnrl'k ‘nhi‘mgmgla tr} lich s, van hoa, dan toc cua cac
o 3¢ nt'yc Dlong Nam A. Tu bo szy cua chdu Au lanh gid, sau chuyén hai
Nam A \'('&'dr};l flf?m, l)uurp,cr‘da fjf'm, }hanl nhdp va kham pha ra khu vie Déng
g, n n%'u Ehay c!m tu thoi tié, khi hau, nhi¢t do va quang canh dén 15
- PhONE e, W@p quan, van hoa sinh hoat. Trong do, nhimg ddu 4n vé van

——

T _
% Khoa hoe X3 hoi va Nhan van, truimg Dai hoe CAn Tho
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hoa sdng nuoc cua mot s& nude nhu Vi¢gt Nam, Lao, Campuchia, Thai [.an.
Myanma dugc tac gia miéu ta ur khai quat dén cy the. D6 1a nhimg dac tnmg vé
khong gian song mrde tna pha, troi dep, ruc v, vé van hoa dinh cur; vé phuong
tién di lai; vé dac tnmg ddng - thye vit; vé dac diém van hoa timg din toc.

2. TONG QUAN TINH HINH NGHIEN cou

Nghién ciru vé van hoa Dang Nam A, da c6 rit nhiéu cOng trinh nghién
cuu tr quy méd dén cac bai viét nho 1é. Trong pham vi bai n%hién clru nay,
chung 161 chi d¢é cap dén cac cong trinh trong yéu da dugc xuat ban: Lich sir
van héa Dong Nam A do Pham Duc Duong, Pham Nguyén Long chu bién
(2013). Nhitng vin dé vé van héa - Iy ludn va vung dung cua Tran Ngoc Thém
(2014). Van héa va ngén ngit phuong Déng cua Mai Ngoc Chir (2009), Tim
hiéu nén van minh Déng Nam A cia Dinh Trung Kién (2007),Van héa Déng
Nam A cua Nguyén Tan Dic (2009), Vin héa Piong Nam A cua Mai Ngoc
Chur (1999), Phong tuc cdc dan t6c Dong Nam A do Ngd Van Doanh va Ngo
Quang Thién suu tam, tuyén chon, bién soan (1997), Van héa - gido duc cdc
nwoc Déng Nam A cua Trung tdm dao tao khu vyc cua SEAMEO tai Viét
Nam (2003), Déng Nam A, Nhiing vdn dé van héa - xd héi cua Trung tim
nghién ciru Viét Nam - Dong Nam A (2000), Nghién ciru Dong Nam A cua
Vién nghién ciru Dong Nam A (2019), Vén héa ddn gian Viét Nam trong béi
canh van héa Déng Nam A cia Dinh Gia Khanh (1993)...D6 1a nhimg cong
trinh nghién ciru chuyén siu hoc tap hop nhimng bai nghién ciru vé van hoa
Dong Nam A & cac khia canh: tién trinh lich sir van hoa, chung tdc, ngon
ng®r, diéu kién ty nhién, tin ngudng - t5n gido, 1& hoi, phong tuc tap quan, im
thue, nghé thuét, van héa ban dja, d4c trmg van hoa timg quoc gia trong khu
virc. Trong d6, cdng trinh Nhitng van dé vé van héa - Iy ludn va vmg dung cua
Tran Ngoc Thém c6 nghién ciru siu vé vin dé van hoa sdng nuadc.

D61 voi hdi ky Xir Pong Duong, tir khi ra doi dén nay ciing da nhan
dugc nhiéu sy quan tim cua giGi nghién ciru va djc gia Viét Nam. Tuy nhién,
hau hét chi dimg lai 6 nhimg bai viét cam nhan don I¢ vé lich su. van hoa
Viét Nam. Chua c6 cong trinh nao nghién ciru vé nhimg dau an van hoa song
nuoc cua cac nude Dong Nam A trong hoi ky nay.

3.  PHUONG PHAP NGHIEN CUU

Bai viét su dung phuong phap phan tich - ng hgp la chu \Lu Bén canh d6
con su dung ket hgp cac phuong phap nhu phuong phap hé thong - loai hinh,
phuong phap nghién cuu lién nganh, phuong phap so sanh dé lam rd véan dé.

4.  NOIDUNG
4.1 Khaini¢m van hoa séng nuéde

Qua nghién ciru, hdu hét cac nha nghién ciru déu su dung thudt ng
“van hoa song nudc” kha nhiéu, tuy nhién, chua ¢6 mot khai ni¢m ro rang
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,in héa song nudc qua hai cong trinh Nhing vdn dé vé van héa - Iy ludn va
jmg dung (2014) yé Vér‘r hoa nguoi viét ving Tdy Nam Bé (2014). Tuy nhién,
sng su dung khong dong nhat cac thudt ngit nhu “vdn hoéa sdng nudc”,
syan héa\nuérc” va “tinh séng nuéc” dé noi vé vin hoa song nuéce. Theo do,
ic gia dé cap co s& hinh thanh va cac dac trung cta “nén van héa nudc’:
«Do dia hinh cu tri la ving séng nudc nén ¢ ddy moi thir déu phai thich nghi
v nuoc: tir thuc vat, dong vt dén con nguoi... Con nguoi da tao nén mot
nén van héa nwdc da dang: tdn dung nudc, déi phd véi nudc, sing bdi nudc
va luu luyén nuoc” (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2014).

ho thudt ngi nay. Tran Ngoc Thém da c6 nhitng nghién ctru kha siu sic vé

Trong cong trinh nghién ciu Van héa nguoi viét vimg Tdy Nam B¢
(2014), khi dé c@p dén cac dac trung tinh cach van hoa cua nguoi Viét vung
Tay Nam Bo thi Tran Ngoc Thém c6 d& cap dén “tinh soéng nudc”
(“waterway-ness "). Ong cho ring, “tinh séng nudc la sw biéu hién cua song
meéc trong van hoa Tdy Nam B¢ ...la mot phdm chdt thugc hé tinh cdch van
néa Tay Nam Bg”. Vi vdy, dng dua ra khai niém vé “tinh séng nudc: “Tinh
séng nudc — hay noi day au hon la “tinh hoa hop cao v&i thién nhién song
nwoe” — la mot ddc trung tinh cdach van hoa xudt hién & nhitng vung van hoa
6 mang ludi song nudc day ddc chi phoi toan bo doi song vt chat va tinh
thdn cua con nguoi va con nguoi thi biét khai théc t6i da loi the cua thién
nhién séng nudc trong khi chi doi phé véi né ¢ mic 16i thiéu va déi phé ma
khéng xung dot voi no” (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2014). Theo dé6, tac gia néu lén
6 biéu hién cua tinh sdng nudc: thuy san la thire &n chu luc, noi cu tru gan
véi song nudc, X s& giao thong duong thuy, phén 16m nghé nghiép gin véi
song nudc, sinh hoat va umg xir theo quy luat con nudc, nghé thudt mang dam
d4u 4n sdng nudc.

Nhur vdy, du c6 nhiing cach goi khac nhau nhung “vén héa nudc” hay
“tinh sOng nuoc” déu chi “nhimg gia tri van héa dac trung gén lién véi song
nuée cua con ngudi”. Déy la cach hiéu vé “van hoéa sébng nudc” trong bai
Vi€t nay.

42 Nhirng dic trung van héa séng nuwéc & mot s6 nwéec Pong Nam A
trong hdi ky Xi Pong Duong cia Paul Doumer

4.2.1 Dic trung khing gian song nuwdc Dong Nam A

~ Trudc hét, d6 1a hé théng séng ngodi phan bd day dac & timg quoc gia,
d%.}c biét Ia nhitng con sdng 16m trén ban dao Pong Duong. Khu vuc nay bao
gm Viét Nam (An Nam, gdm Béc Ky, Trung Ky va Nam Ky), Campuchia
Ei(‘:ao Nfién) va Lao (Ai Lao)?. Céc qpf)c gia nay c6 mot diém chung d6 1a c6
ong s6ng Mekong chay qua lanh tho. Bén canh do, & Myanma (Mién Pién),
hai con song Iom la song Irrawaddy va séng Saluen’. Péat nuéc Théi Lan
\-'-—-——_

*Nhiy . g . - ;
Dw:;_g danh tir riéng trong ngodc don la cach goi cua Paul Doumer trong hoi ky Xir Dong
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(Xiém La) “dwoc twoi mat bang song Mé Nam, séng nay ¢6 heu viee gan nhu
hoa vao luu vuc séng Mé Kong”. Con ¢ Viét Nam, Bac Ky “c6 song Hong
v6i nhanh chinh la séng Pa va séng Lé”, Bac Trung Ky ¢6 “séng Ma chay
qua tinh Thanh Héa giau c6 va séng Lam chdy qua Vinh", Nam Trung Ky c6
cac song Gianh, song Nhat L¢, song Quang Tri, séng Huong, song Da Nang,
song Cai, song Da Ring, Nam Ky c6 “song Déng Nai phat nguyén tir cao
nguyén Lam Vién ¢ Trung Ky, chdy qua Nam Ky, va do ra bién qua 20
nhdnh, mét trong 56 do thuomg dugc goi la song Sai Gon”. Nhitng con song
nay tuy chay vé nhiéu huéng khac nhau nhung phan 1én xuat phat chung
ngudn codi tir song Mekong bit nguon tir phia thuong ngudn Trung Hoa.
Chung vira dong vai tro 1a ranh gioi lanh thé quy uéc nhung ciing vira la yéu
t6 dung hoa dic trung gifra cac quoc gia. Tir dac diém chung nay dan dén sy
tuong dong & mét sd linh vuc nhu vé hinh thirc dlnh cu, tdp quén sinh hoat
phuong thire canh tac...ma theo cach goi cua Tran Ngoc Thém, d6 1a “hdng
RY9) van hoa” (Tran Ngoc Thém, 2008) ve bdi canh tu nhién va x& hoi cua cac
quéc gia Pong Nam A.

Tir hé thdng song ngodi day dac do da tao nén nhimg ving dét tru phu,
nhimg khung canh thién nhién dic sic. Trudce hét 1a & Viét Nam (An Nam),
dac biét 1a ving d4t Nam Ky. Duéi cdi nhin cua Paul Doumer, ving dit An
Nam hién l€n véi vé dep ruc r& sic mau cia nhimng lodi cdy moc ven dé, bao
quanh cac lang 4p, véi nhitg ving dit méi con ngap nudc, nhimng con kénh
rach chay doc ngang trén nhimg canh ddng lua bat ngat, nhimg “tip léu tranh
nhé bé dn minh nhir nhitng té6 chim” sau nhimg rang ciy hay khéng gian
thoang déng, xanh trong, ém dém nhu bie tranh thuy méc. Dac bigt, tac gia
rdt 4n tuong vdi vé duyén dang, mém mai va diu dang véi nhimg duong cong
luon cua hinh déng cac con song tao nén nhimng khung canh thoat an thoat
hién nhu nhimg thu6c phim ao thudt: “T6i vira nhin thdy chung mét luc thi
chung bién madt roz lai hién ra ¢ man bén kia. Con séng cé rat nhiéu doan
uén khic dén néi Sai Gon lic thi ¢ phia truéce, lic thi ¢ phza sau, luc thi o
man phdi, lic thi o man trdi tau... Thanh pho nhu nhdy mia quanh tau”. La
mot ngum ngoai quoc nhung Doumer da cam nhén kha tinh té vé dep “chan
qué” cua thién nhién mién Tay Nam bg. Véi giong di¢u miéu ta pha chut chét
trir tinh cung voi su quan sat rat ti mi, tinh té, tac gia da phac hoa nén buc
tranh thién nhién Nam Ky day huong sac. Trong buc tranh thién nhién rong
16n 4y, con ngudi chi nhu mdt thuc thé nho bé cliing séng cong sinh, dung hoa
véi thién nhién.

Pén véi song nude Campuchia va Lao, khic v&i phong canh thodng
dang ¢ Nam Ky, hai viing dat nay déu c6 chung dac diém 1a c6 nhiéu noi con
ngép trong nudc va dugc bao phu bdi nhitng canh rimg bat ngan. Véi nhimg
hé thong song 16m nhu trén, vao mua mua, nude song déng 1én lam ngép mét
s6 ving dat triing. O Capuchia, nuéc dugc xem nhu mot ddc an cua thién
nhién tao nén mot vé dep hung vi: “Cao Mién la vuong quoc cua nudc. No te
tudi tiéu cho minh bang con song manh mé va hung vi; " “Moi thir o Cao Mién
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néu khong o trong nhﬂ"ng vung luén luén hay tam thai ngdp nudée thi déeu
(ugc vé ring. n_hr?ng canh rieng nhiér dii bat ngan, voi nhitng cdy go quy to
jm va ddy leo o khap noi”. Ciing giéng nhu & Nam Ky, nuéc mang lai su
mau md cho dat dai, mang lai sirc séng cho van vat. Nhung néu nhu & Nam
Ky. nude duge viknhu mGt ngudi me hién hoa thi ¢ Capuchia, xnu(rc dtiqc vi
n?;ll mot vi than day quyén nang ban cho muon loai sy song. biéu d6 thé hién
o sy hién di¢n cua nude & khdp noi va ngy trj trong mot thoi gian kha dai
gong nam. Con nguai song hoan toan 1é thudc vao nudc ma chua c6 su tac
dong hay can thiép ndo.

So von Campuchia, séng nude & Lao cling mang vé dep huyén bi khong
kém vai “nhing cdy co thu khdng 16 thudc nhiéu loai khdc nhau, vdi tdn l’d
du 16ng bdc mau tir vang sdng 16i luc sam, véi nhitng bong hoa rvc r& sdc
mau tao thanh mot duong vién cho dong séng”. Khung canh d6 dugc tac gia
vi nhu “khung canh ma ¢ chéu Au nguoi ta chi co thé hu.ccfu trong truyén co
rich”. Tuy nhién, nét dep cua séng nuéc Lao khong nam o nhimg duong
cong mém mai, nhimg dong chay diu dang, ém déxp ma la vé dep manh mé,
huyén bi cua nhimg ghénh thac cuon cudn, chay xiét: “Nhung dong nudc lao
di voi toc dé rat nhanh qua phan long séng nay va va dap vao cac rdng da,
cuon xody, tao ra hang nghin xody nuoc, sui bot va lao tiép di @ roi lai bi
chan. Aim thanh cua dong séng vong di’rd't xa, khéng giong nhw tié'(:g thac
nuoc dé ao ao, ma nhw mot tieng gdm tdac nghen cua mot ga khong 16. Do la
tieng rén ri cua than nudéc dang chién dau véi mat dat”. Voi dac diém dia
hinh d6i nui dbc, nhitng con séng & Lao hoéa thanh nhimng ghénh nudc chay
xiét, dir ddi tao nén nhimg thir thach khic nghiét cho con nguoi. Do do, con
ngudi noi ddy ngoai viéc thich nghi véi séng nude con can phai c6 sirc manh
va ban linh dé chinh phuc nhimg thir thach ay. Tir d6 tao nén mot nét van hoa
dac trung cua dén toc Lao, d6 1a 1& hdi dua thuyén ngugc dong.

4.2.2 Vin héa dinh cuw viing séng nudc ciia nguéi din Pong Nam A
a. Dic trung vé noi ¢

Truéc hét la vé nha ¢. Nét dac trumg chung cua kiéu nha & viing Dong

Nam A 14 don so, binh dj. Hau hét cic ngdi nha déu tan dung cay c¢éi ¢6 sin
rong 1y nhién dé lam nén chd 6. D6 c6 thé 1a nhimg ngdi nha dugce két bing
tranh (gianh), tre, nira, 1a, rom, dat, go... Theo d6, & Viét Nam thi 6 kiéu
nha tranh vach 14, & Campuchia va Lao thi c6 kiéu nha san. M&i kidu nha déu
€ mot dac trung riéng. Doi voi kiéu nha cia ngudi dan An Nam. Paul
Doumer nhan théy c6 su phén biét cach trang tri ngdi nha giira nguai gidu va
Nguoi nghéo. Nha ngudi giau thi “rong rai hon, ti¢n nghi hom, sach sé hom”.
Sy trang trong cua ngoi nha “nam o nhitng bicc trucng théu treo trén vich,
& rﬂhx‘mg chiéc trang ky cham tro, o nhitng chiéc sdp bing gé quy nguyén
h{)j dai hang ba mét va rong tie 1.5 mét dén 2 mét...trén do trai nhz"'mg chiéc

c"?’_"” dét rdt min cai hoa tiét trang tri°. T uy nhién, ong ciling nhin ra rang
YO sy dy nhap cua van hoa phuong Tay, da bat ddu ¢6 xuit hi¢n cac vat dung
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chau Au trong ngoi nhé Viét: "nhitng ban an dong o ngoai 6 Saint-Antoine ”,

“nhitng chiéc ban c6”, “chiéc dén ddu cia Dirc”, “nhitng chiéc drmg hé qua
Idc Phap”, “dong hé treo twong”... Theo ong, do la mdt su tiép bién con
mang tinh “7dy gia cay” bai no cbn “vung vé, lac di¢u”. Con 6 Campuchia va
Lao, "Nhitng ngdi nha cua ho dung lén trén nhitng san 26 duge ching bai
cdc ¢t cao, tréng chung cang lénh khénh vao mua kh() khi nhitng con song
I6n nho tréi lisng 16 nhu ngu say. Nhitng ngoi nha dy chi trong binh thu'(mg
vao mia nude dang lén cao dén tdn ciea nha”. Tac gia thay rang nhimg kiéu
nha nay “thiéu an toan”, “qua bap bénh” nhung 6ng ciing hiéu dugc rang c6
séng trong nudc mai hiéu duge nude, bdi nguoi dan noi diy “khong chong
lai nudc, cung khong tim cach dap dé ngan nudc. Ho song cung nudc, song
nho nuwée”. Pay 1a kiéu nha pho bién ctia cu dan viing séng nuéc Dong Nam
A. N6 thé hién su hoa hop véi song nuée, voi thién nhién, dat troi. Mot ngoi
nha bén déng song vira thuan tién cho di chuyen bang ghe, xudng, vira dugc
hoi nude boc 1én lam mat diu nhitng ngay hé oi buc, vira c6 khung canh dé
ngim nhin xa xa biu tri xanh trong, vira nha.n nha cén cau cdu vai ba con c4
cho bira com chiéu. T4t ca tao nén mét 16i séng “nhan cu vi thién” cho con
nguoi noi day.

Thir hai 1a vé noi &, phan 16n cu dan ving Déng Nam A déu tap trung
song & nhirng khu vire doc hai bén bo sdng hodc ¢ nhimg noi c6 nude. Trong
h01 ky, Paul Doumer khéng khoi ngac nhién khi thuyén & 6Ong di dén dau ciing
déu thay ngudi dan d x6 ra hai bén be séng dé nhin ngim. Bén canh d6, tuy
ho song theo dinh wéc lang xa nhung trong d6 c6 thé tap hop nhiéu toc nguoi
khac nhau. Chang han & Nam Ky c6 ca _nguoi Hoa, nguoi Cham, ngudi
Khmer, nguoi Kinh, tham chi ngum chiu Au (Phép, Anh...) cung sinh song
o Smgapore c6 ca céac toc ngudi & Colombo, “fir nguoi Sikh cao lon ¢ mién
nui 161 nguoi Bengale manh khanh & hai bén séng Hang”, nhimg ngudi ban
dia trén ban dao Ma Lai, ngudi Anh va ngudi Hoa; ¢ Lao c6 ca nguoi Khmer,
ngudi Théi... Tét ca tao thanh 16i séng quan cu dac trumg viing sdéng nudc.

b. Ddc trung vé ? phwong tién di lai

Qua hoi ky cua Doumer ching ta biét dugc cu01 thé ky XIX, hau hét
cac quoc gia Dong Nam A van con di chuyén chu yéu béng cac phuong tién
la tau, thuyen (c6 khi tac gia g01 1a sa lup (chaloupe)), thuyén tam ban (xuong
ba 14), thuyén manh (thuyen budm), ghe, be. Trong pham vi song, rach & dat
lién, con ngudi di chuyén bang nhirng tau, thuyén, ghe nho: “Khong gi vira

manh mé vira duyén dang bang con séng hiing vi cuon cugn mot khoi nudc
khong 16 giira doi bo rop bong cay v0i vo 56 ghe Ihuyen nho lap 16 sau nhitmg
cdnh buém tring nay”. Trong giao thuo'ng quéc té thi di chuyén bang cac
tau, thuyén lon. Diéu d6, theo Doumer, xuit phat tir hai nguyén nhan. Thir
nhét, do hé thong séng ngoi day dac hoic bj bao phu bai bién ca ménh mong
nén dé thuan tién cho viéc di chuyén, con ngudi di bang dudng thiy, xudi
theo dong nudc. Thir hai la do trinh d6 ky thuét con lac hau. Ho chua tiép cén
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gi nhimg tién b khoa hoc ky thuat dé c6 thé xay dung nén nhimg cay cau
:ol Jién doi bo song. Trong tac pham Pau] Doumer dﬁ nhic dén cong lao cua
sng trong Viéc xay dung ba cay céu ndi tiéng & ba mlen Viét Nam: Céu Long
gién (truoc day goi la cdu Doumer) & Ha Ni, ciu Trang Tién (cAu Thanh
Thai) @ Hué va cau Binh Loi ¢ Sai Gon. Bén canh do, 6ng con xdy dung
hang tram cdy cau 1on nho tir thanh thi dén noéng thoén, mot sb tuyén dudomg
g4t quan trong dé nodi lién mot sb khu vuc va cac nudc Pong Duong.

Mbi qudc gia cé nhing cach di chuyén dac thu trén séng. Diém dac biét
cua nguorl dan Nam Ky la ho biét nuong theo, tdn dung sic nudc dé di
chuyén ma khong can phai tén nhiéu suc luc: “Nam Ky la noi bang phang
nén thuy triéu anh huong nhu nhau véi tat ca cdc tuyén ducng thuy Nhu the
thuy triéu lén va xuong hai lan moz ngay, lam cho cdc dong chay cu sau tiéng
chay theo chiéu nay va sdu tiéng chdy theo chiéu nguoc lai. Ngu'm An Nam
loi dung diéu dé dé van tdi hang héa ma khong mar cong suc gi nhiéu. Ghe
xuong cua ho xudi dong vdi su tro luc cua buém hodc mdi chéo vica du dé cé
thé lai duoc ching. Khi thiy triéu déi huéng ma chua téi duoc diém dén thi
ho bo neo hodc budc nhitng chiéc tam ban vao bo; binh tinh cho thiy triéu
dua dong nuéc thudn dén”. Tir cach hiéu vé dac trung dong chay cua dia
hinh, Paul Doumer cho thiy kha nang thich nghi ctia ngudi Viét khi biét tan
dung sitc manh cia dong chay dé phuc vu cho cudc sdng. Tir d6 hinh thanh
nén nét tinh cach cua ngudi dan Nam bo: diém dam, khoan thai, nhan nai,
kién tri, cuong nhu véi thién nhién. Déi voi Campuchia, truée khi cé hé
thong giao thong dudng bd, ngoai viéc di chuyén bang tau, thuyen trén sdng
thi voi “da va s€ con la mot trong nhitng phwong tién di chuyen duy nhat
trong thoi glan rdt ldu nita 6 mot phan dang ké cua lanh thé vén quanh nam
ngap mueée”. Voi la mot loai dong vat c6 tap tinh séng & vung ¢é nuoc (song,
dam lay . Nhor dac diém dia hinh ngap nudéc ménh méng nén sd luong voi
o Campuchla rat nhiéu. Téan dung uu thé cua loai dong vét cao 16n va manh
mé ay, ngudi Capuchia da thuan héa nhimg “dan voi rimg” thanh nhimng “dan
voi nha” phuc vu cho nhu ciu di lai, van chuyén trén nhimg dia hinh ngap
lude. P6 1a su linh hoat va thich nghi cua con nguoi ¢ tirng khu vuc trong
diéu kign tu nhién dac trung cua vung.

Néu nhu nguoi Viét di theo chiéu con nuéc rong nuée 1ém thi ngudi

Lao (Aj Lao) lai ¢6 cach di chuyén kha thu vi, d6 1a viéc di nguge dong nuée.
Do dic didm dia hinh nén Lao chia thanh ba khu vuc: Nam Ai Lao, Trung Ai
Lao va Bjc Ai Lao. Va dé di chuyén tir Nam 1én Bac Ai Lao thi phai di
Nguoc dong Mekong. Day Ja hanh trinh gian nan va nguy hiém vi dia hinh
Phirc tap va&i nhing ghenh thac lom chom nhimg tang da dudi long séng cing
“h‘mg X0ay nuoc chét ngudi. Pé c6 nhimg hanh trinh nguge dong thanh
0ng, con ngudi can phai co6 suc manh va ban linh dé vuge thac: “Con ngum
Cham ygi trong cugc hanh trinh khé khéan nay, song méi budce di thdt chde
khan khi gi¢ day anh ta da hiéu ré _dong song, da nghién ciru né mot cach
On ngoan, va biét ré timg diém cdn di qua dé tranh khoi hiém hoa tir don
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14n cong cua no” ”Q kh(mg chi la nhimg nguoi song dua vao thién nhién ma
con rat am tuong vé n6 dé lam chu duge n6. D6 1a nhimg con ngum da gan
b6 ca cudc diri cua minh dé thuc hién nhimg hanh trinh “vugt vi moén™. Ho la
nhimg con nguai tai hoa va ban linh.

c. Ddc trung djpng - thuc vit ving séng nuwdc

Ve dong vét, Paul Doumer dé cap dén cac loai nhu mudi, dia, ca sau,
klen bay déu la nhimg loai song @ vung nhi¢t doi va can nhiét dai, khi hau
4m thap va nudc ngap vira phai. Trong hoi ky, day dugc xem la 4n tugng siu
dam cua Paul Doumer boi vi éng rat ghét mudi. Chung luén deo bam ong
mot cach ky la: “Loai hung dit nhdt, khat mau nhdt trong cdc sinh vt chdc
chan la muéi. Téi da nhiéu lan trai qua hang gio o nhreu noi co rhe gap
nhitng vi khach bat hao cua rimg xanh, 16i da hai hodc ba lan gap rdc réi vai
dia va kién, nhumg chi c6 mubi mdi khién t6i thét su han tam. Trong nam
ndam, ching luon luén hanh 16i khén khé & khdp moi noi”. Vi giong ké vira
hai huéc vira thé hi¢n su kho chiu, tac gia miéu ta kha chuan xac déc tinh cua
loai dong vat nay. Vé dac tinh sinh hoc, ddy la loai con trung c6 hai, nhung
vé y nghia van hoa, n6 cé nhiéu y nghia trong déi séng sinh hoat cua ngudi
dan ving song nudc, chang han nhu tap tuc ngu man (mung). Ban thén Paul
Doumer ciing timg trai qua “mot dém kmh hoang™ dac tnmg cua vung song
nudc. Vira chju canh “nha dot cdt xiéu”, udt 12 cha trong dém mua gio, lai
chiju sy “truy dudi”, “san lung” cua nh&ng ‘quai vat ti hon”. D6 chinh la “ndi
kho” chung cua con ngudi vung song nudc trong diéu kién kho khan luc bfiy
gio. Voi ca sdu, 6ng an tuong vm kha nam, nguy trang béng nhimg tu thé
nim bét dong va mau sic gia gd khién d& bj nham 14n voi nhirng than cdy ¢
viing dam lay hoac cac dong song.

Bén canh d6, m{t so loai thyuc vat dac trung vung song nudce Lung duqc
tac gia dé cap dén: bong vai, tre, mang cut.. . Bong vai Campuchia vén rét noi
tiéng & dau thé ky XX. N6 duge xuat khiu va sang ngang vai loai vai cua
Nhat Ban. O Viét Nam, hai loai cay dugc dé cap nhicu la cay tre va mang cut.
Paul Doumer d3 chu y va tim hiéu vé cdy tre sau chuyén di sir sang Paris nam
1894 cua danh than Triéu Nguyén Dc; nhj Phu chinh Dai than Nguyén Trong
Hiép. Ong nhan ra d6 1a mét loai céy “cd rat nhiéu cong dung, trong moi luc
moi noi” & An Nam: “Ngwoi dan Dong Duong dung nha bdng tre... Bo rao,
nhimg choi canh dé tréng coi hodc dé nghi chan khi di san, nhwng coc cuw
bang tre dé ngan séng x6i mon dat, nhimg chiéc toi, v6 va cdn cau, rat ca cdc
loai do ding va dung cu déu dwoc lam bang tre. Khi di dwong, néu can dung
tam Ieu tral ngieoi An Nam ciing dé dang lam duoc khi co nhu'ng cdy tre 0
ngay gan '. Déac biét, 6ng miéu ta lai an tuong sau dam cua Pé dbc Pottier da
simg sot than phuc khi dugc cay tre ciru khoi tinh huong khé khén trén man
thuong luu séng Hong nam 1902. Tre duoc tin dung dé lam mdt hang rao dai
va rong dugc dyng 1én lam thanh khu trai dé tranh thu dﬁ chdng tre, chiéu
tre, gbi tre, gao tre (dyng nudc, gao, com, d6 hop dé niu - tac gia goi la
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. ¢ rh:‘ff(- noi kv la” - hay bat, xo. chiu). dia, dia. Ihin‘ Tat ca vit dung
"'m_ vu cho bira an va vi¢e nghi ngoi cua doan déu lam bang tre. Qua thit,

1a mot loai cAv dd gan b vadi dan toc Viét Nam tir trong lao dong dén
‘f:,én giu. Tre tugng tnmg cho sire séng manh liét, tinh than bat khuat kién
" omg. dodn két. gan bo cia din toc Vigt Nam. Bén canh d6. mang cut & Vigt
am cang 1a mot loai tréi cdy duge tac gia yéu thich. Doi véi Doumer. dng
jn NIONE vai cace loai qua chua ¢ x\r nhiét dén vi “chung gay ra nhitmg con
in cao frong bung ta von da hay con cao ma khong can ching”. O dau the
;.\ \X. “no la loai qua duy nhdt nhimg nguwoi buon ban hoa qua thuée dia o
paris va London khéng ban "~ vi ddy 1a mdt dac san khong bao quan duoc lau
+én khang thé van chuyén duomg dai. N6 thich hgp vai khi hau nhiét dai c6
Jhiét 46, 46 am cao va lugng mura ddi dao. Thuémg thirc mét qua mang cut la
ca mdt nghé thué_l. tir cAu truc cua trai, mau sic. so lrgng mui, huong vi déu

mang ddm mau sac cua van hoa song nude.
d. Dic diém vin héa din tjc

Poi voi Viet Nam, Paul Doumer 4n tugng voi dac trung tinh cach cua
ngudi Viét. Ong the hién thai 9 rat coi trong dén toc Viét Nam. Ong goi
awac Viét Nam trude khi bj Phap xam luge 1a mot “dé quoc An Nam™. Mot
din toc hung manh, can cd, diing cam va thong minh. Ong khong tic lon ca
ngoi: “Ngwoi An Nam chdc chdn la tc ngudi wu tri so voi cdc dan 16¢ xung
guanh. Nguoi Cao Mién, Ai Lao va Xiém La déu khong thé chong lai duoc
ho Khong mt dan téc nao trong Dé quéc cdc xir An D6 ¢6 nhitng pham chat
nhie ho. Phai 161 tan Nhdt Ban méi cé téc nguéi cé pham chdt cua nguoi An
Nam va giong nhu nguwoi An Nam... Ca hai déu théng minh, cdn ci va ding
cam Ho ciing la nhitmg nguoi lao dong mdu muc, nhitng néng phu gioi viéc
dong dng, nhitng nguaoi thg lanh nghé, nhitng nghé nhdn khéo léo va thong
minh. So véi cac dan téc khdc & chdu A, trén tw cach nguoi thy va nguoi linh.,
nguoi An Nam van xép cao hon mét bdc”. Vai vai ro 1a mdt Toan quyén
Dong Duong - ké di xam lugc, cai trj dan }(}c Vjét Nam - nhung Doumer da
nhin nhan thang than, khach quan vé truyén thong va tinh cach cua dan toc
Vit Nam trong tuong quan so sanh voi hon 20 chung tgc khac trén thé gion.
Day 1a mot luén diém dang tin cdy vi d6 la sy hiéu biét va nghién ciru cua
mot nguén tri thire ¢6 tdm c& (Paul Doumer tr¢ thanh Tong thong Phap nam
1931-1932). Ong khang dinh dan toc Vi¢t Nam la mgt dan tdc anh hang,
Mmanh meg, thong minh va vugt trdi hon han cac quoc gia khac ¢ khu vye
U(}ng Nam A. Ong dat dan toc Viét Nam ngang hang voi dan td¢ Nhét Ban -
mit 8¢ quic cudmg thinh & chau A thoi bay gio. Diéu do khong phai dng noi
*uong ma dé la sy dic két kinh nghiém ciua mdt con ngudi chinh tri gia dan
'™ quan niém “nhirng ngwoi diing cam trong lao dong cing la nhing ngiwoi
“f“”x cam trong chién tranh... Néu nguoi nao can dam truoc su mét moi,
"Euoi dé ¢ can dam trvoc nguy hiém va cdi chét”,
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF RIVER CULTURE IN SOME
SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES ON MEMOIR FRENCH
INDO-CHINA: MEMORIES OF PAUL DOUMER

Abstract: This paper is aimed to show the indicationof river culture in some
Southeast Asian countries such as Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar .
in the early twentieth century in the memoirFrench Indo-C hina: Memoriesof Paul
Doumer. By usingmethodologies such as s_v.{té;rf-_ type, interdisciplinary studies,
analysis - synthesis, comparison, the article points oul the river cultural
characteristics that are both regionally and nationally specifics, including features

of river space, settlement culture, transportation, characteristics of animals and
plants, the distinctions of each ethnic culture

Keywords: cultural space, Indo - China, Paul Doumer, Southeast Asia, river culture
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